Summary of Findings among States Regarding

Efficacy of Boat Wash Stations
Information compiled by Rainbow Lake Association and
Submitted to the Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program

Date of information ranges from past to current

Minnesota:  In 1996 Gary Montz of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources wrote a report, "Boat Washing Feasibility Trial,” which determined that based on cost and participation "this method does not appear viable for large scale exotics prevention." 

Douglas Jensen <djensen1@d.umn.edu> did a three state study, "Review of Boat Washing Stations for Prevention of Aquatic Nuisance Species.”  Findings concluded that wash stations were useful under certain circumstances.  To be most effective, stations needed placement at all accesses for 100% coverage.  Stations may help prevent spread from infested areas.  Permanent stations were not advised at public accesses but were advised at private marinas.  Portable stations had value in raising awareness and educating the public, especially at highly attended boating events.  Stations were costly to build and to operate, moreover they did not remove 100% of the plants.  The study suggests the public might refuse to use it, complain that it takes too long, and would not be willing to pay.  Thus, voluntary compliance seemed less effective without a mandate to wash and seemed a poor substitute for teaching inspection and removal. 
Maine:  Stasia Savasuk (207) 225-2070, Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program.  Maine does not have boat wash stations - they have inspection stations manned with volunteers and support that "eyes are the best defense."  They "have heard that boat washes may make people overlook plants."  The Lakes Environmental Association (LEA) has written guidelines for inspection www.mainelakes.org , 102 Main Street, Bridgeton, ME 04009.
Wisconsin:  In February 2004, Ron Martin, (608) 226-9270, stated that boat washes were expensive, but boaters were agreeable to use it except during peak usage, then they would not comply.  He highlighted the need to design a station that would not drain back into the lake and to identify people to operate it at all hours.  A boater questionnaire distributed in 1994 is available for review.  Wisconsin now has a law against launching with weeds.

Vermont: Ann Bove reported that Vermont does not use boat washes - thought not effective and costly.

New Hampshire:  Amy Smagula, Dept. of Environmental Services (603) 271-3503,  www.des.state.nh.vs/wmb/exoticspecies, has talked with other states for feedback about boat wash stations.  Her findings show that washing was not as effective as expected because plants stuck on boat, trailer, and interior.  However, washing did encourage looking for and picking off plants.  A pilot study (funded by a NOAA fed. grant) suggested that to be most effective, a wash station should have a person operating the wash station to help the boater clean the boat.  Amy concluded that they saved five lakes from infestation.  For info contact: New Hampshire Lake Association, Nancie Christie (603)226-0299 nchristie@nhlakes.org

Several of these states may also have laws against the transport of invasive species.
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