Upper Saranac Lake Foundation, Inc. Update # 10                                                                         November 2006

This last Update of 2006 will focus on just two major accomplishments: 

1) selection of the Saranac Waterkeeper, and 2) year end data for year three of the Milfoil Project.  

Introducing the Saranac Waterkeeper 

The Upper Saranac Lake Foundation is delighted to announce the hiring of a full time Saranac Waterkeeper, who will begin work on November 15, 2006.
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Jill K. Reymore was unanimously selected by the USLF’s

Board of Directors after screening over forty candidates

for the job.  Protection of Water Quality is a common 

thread throughout Jill’s educational, working and volun-

teering history. Jill received a B.S. degree in Environmental

Studies from the State University of New York College of 

Science and Forestry (SUNY ESF).  She has worked for the

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection as an

Environmental Compliance Investigator for its Water 

Resources Division and as a Water Quality Planner for the

King County Conservation District in Washington State, 

where her primary focus was advocating for proper erosion

control methods on construction sites.  In addition, she 

served as a witness in a Natural Resources Defense Council

Federal trial concerning mercury pollution of the Penobscot River in Maine.


After taking time off to raise two children, she entered Vermont Law School to pursue her environmental passion and received a Juris Doctor degree, along with a Masters of Studies in Environmental Law.  Her Master’s coursework included Watershed Protection, Environmental Law, Water Resources Law, Land Use and Environmental Dispute Resolution. 

Presently, Jill serves on two volunteer boards in Vermont: The White River Partnership and Water 1st!  She, her husband Gerry and two children currently reside in Randolph, Vermont and look forward to relocating to the Saranac Lake area.  She has a “passion for protecting watersheds and water bodies” and is eagerly looking forward to starting her new assignment.

In June of this year, The Upper Saranac Lake Foundation was granted a license from the Waterkeeper Alliance to create the Saranac Waterkeeper.
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The Waterkeeper Alliance was formed in 

1966, by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., to stop the

pollution of the Hudson River, making it,

 today, one of the richest water bodies in the

United States.  Since then, the Alliance has

grown to156 Waterkeepers on 6 Continents.   

The Mission of the Alliance is to “connect and support local Waterkeeper programs to provide a voice for waterways and communities worldwide.”  An extensive application and licensing process ensures the dedication of the applicant to maintain the Alliance’s rigorous standards and to serve both public and private needs for high water quality. Initially, the Waterkeeper will be responsible for the Upper Saranac Lake watershed.  At the end of two years, we would expect the territory to include the entire Saranac chain of lakes and the Saranac River, eventually connecting with the Lake Champlain Waterkeeper.

The Saranac Waterkeeper will focus on Upper Saranac Lake and will be responsible for the overall well being of the Lake, through direct involvement in and with all organizations and issues that affect the environmental quality of the Lake and its watershed.  Organizations are presumed to include: Local Governments, State regulatory agencies, the USLA, and other Adirondack Park advocacy groups.  Effective contact with shore owners and users of the Lake regarding land and water use regulations, septic systems, water quality and safety is of paramount importance.

The Saranac Waterkeeper will advocate for enforcement and compliance with local ordinances and environmental laws, respond to citizen complaints and identify problems, which affect the Lake and its use, for the common good.

Protecting Upper Saranac Lake and the watershed from pollution of all kinds, habitat and wetlands degradation and invasive species, by directly investigating, confronting and seeking resolution through documentation and follow-up of all identified issues, is the primary responsibility of the Saranac Waterkeeper.

The Waterkeeper will provide a single point of focus for all issues that could negatively impact the Lake or watershed.  She will act as spokesperson for the Lake, working closely with the Environmental Committee, Executive Committee and Zone Chairs of the USLA and reporting directly to the President of the USLF.  

Waterkeepers believe everyone has the right to clean water and that no one has the right to diminish water quality at the expense of the public.  

For more information, check www.waterkeeper.org or the USLF website and the detailed position description found in the Archive section.

For the time being, you can reach Jill at saranacwaterkeeper@uslf.org.  For more information, check the USLF website or call Curt Stiles at 518-359-7053.
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