Upper Saranac Lake Foundation, Inc. Update # 5                                                                       July-August 2005  

The Upper Saranac Lake Foundation’s 2005 summer Milfoil Harvesting Program is on track for a very successful second dive season.  The Dive team, with many returning from last year, has been much more efficient and extremely well managed.  For instance, they removed 200 mats from Upper Saranac and reset them in Lower Fish Creek Pond in less time than it took to originally lay the mats in the Upper Lake last year.  By starting early in the growth season with more divers, productivity has improved dramatically.  Smaller plants and less regrowth have allowed the divers to cover more territory, faster.  In addition, the tank divers, through training and experience, have been able to stay underwater longer, often using three tanks a day. On a three tank day, a diver can spend up to 8 hours underwater.  200 new mats were purchased and over 100 of them placed in the Upper Lake.

Diving started on May 16th in Lower Fish Creek Pond, which was inspected last summer and found to be heavily infested, most likely being one of the primary sources of Milfoil in the Upper Lake.  Milfoil has been in the Pond for over 15 years.  Even though plants had grown to a height of three feet (much higher than in the Lake at the same date), with little boat traffic and the efficient laying of mats, the entire Pond was harvested in a two week period.  We will revisit Lower Fish Creek Pond later this summer.

The complete team of 20 divers and 10 support/top water workers started in the Upper Lake on June 1st.  Their pattern was similar to last year’s, starting on the Western Shores, swimming from North to South.  With few exceptions, Milfoil was found to be less dense than last year, and in combination with the experienced workers, allowed harvesting to progress more rapidly.  By July 1st, the Divers had covered 43.6 miles of shoreline, 1356 acres and removed 392 bags off Milfoil.  Last year’s totals for the complete season were:
43.5 miles of shoreline, 1930 acres and 1809 bags of Milfoil.  The first complete harvesting of the Lake is now completed, and we began the second cycle on July 5th.  This will allow the diving teams swim the entire Lake twice and return to the most densely infested areas two to three times before diving ends on August 16.  We will also be able to return to Lower Fish Creek Pond, with the entire group early one morning (first light), and harvest the entire pond in several hours, before boat traffic begins.  The steel bridge channel and the channel to Upper Saranac will need to be closed temporarily, and extra safety measures put in place to protect the team. 

 A weekly Fragment study is being done in the channel to Upper Saranac to capture and measure the flow of Milfoil fragments into the Upper Lake.  To date, the results have been negative, but this is expected to change, as substantially increased boat traffic from the Camp Sites and mature Milfoil beds in the other ponds, will increase the potential for fragmentation.   

While we are greatly encouraged by the reduced regrowth of Milfoil, Paul Smith’s College data collection from the 13 Transect Sites will be extremely important to the long term plans for containing Milfoil in the Lake and its environs.   The Sites are being monitored monthly, measuring growth of Milfoil as well as other native species.  The second report of this important Scientific Data is expected in late July.  Early indications from the data collected to date are very encouraging.  The science, so far, shows we are making progress in most areas.  In addition, Paul Smith’s has taken multiple core samples from around the Lake and is using them in the Lab to measure the growth rate of Milfoil seeds.    

Recently, the new Adirondack Natural History Museum in Tupper Lake did underwater filming of the divers harvesting Milfoil for a permanent exhibit at the Museum.  The Adirondack Enterprise had a recent article on Invasive Species, which featured the Lake’s program.  Harvesting Maps of the Lake can be viewed on the website, showing the location in density of the Milfoil found in this year’s harvesting.  A second Map will be available for comparison following the first complete harvesting of the Lake, as the second cycle takes place.  

Of special interest to the Foundation’s unique Milfoil Program was a presentation by Curt Stiles to the entire APA Board of Commissioners in early June.  The presentation was well received by the Board of Commissioners, with active participation and dialog.  Curt requested, and was granted, a return visit in September, to present the results of Paul Smith’s scientific study and this summer’s data.  

Overall, the Foundation’s Program appears to be very effective and exceeding expectations.  Considering that there was no model to follow for a lake this size, and, that one had to be created and constantly updated, the present success is very gratifying and will set the standard for Milfoil containment within the Adirondack Park.  The reception by the APA and the DEC is encouraging.  It is hoped that a growing sense of cooperation and responsibility will lead to greater participation by the State of New York and its Agencies.

We still need the financial support of all lake residents, shore owners, and those who use the lake regularly.

For Up to Date progress, pictures and data visit  www.uslf.org

